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with poison, and how Brentano could protest that here was no
capitalist apologia but a return to the doctrine of the medieval
Church.

Calvin's teaching on usury and economic transactions in
general cannot be considered apart from his work at Geneva,
where, during the later days of his own rule and that of his
successor, Beza, his ideal of a Christian State was translated
into what was, considering the difficulty of the task, remarkably
effective practice. It has been pointed out that conditions at
Geneva were favourable to Calvin's experiment, but neverthe-
less it was only by the end of his lifetime (1509-64) that he had
succeeded in raising the power and prestige of the ecclesiastical
authorities above that of the civil government.

Calvin had been trained as a lawyer, and in his role of
legislator at Geneva he seemed to regard the Bible as a sort of
legal text-book. That part of the Bible which fitted in best with
his temper and views was the Old Testament, and especially
. its more primitive and dramatic portions.  Mr. Tawney has
pointed out that the achievements of heroes and the fate of
sinners in these pages worked on the tense imaginations of
Calvin and his followers as did the lives of the ancient Roman
heroes on the leaders of the French Revolution.   In 1550 a
second offence of the sin of adultery at Geneva was punished
by death,1 and despite the frequent protestations and evasions
of the civil authorities the Ministers maintained an implacable
attitude towards this offence. Extreme severity was, they main-
buned, imposed by the Divine Law as revealed in the Old
Testament and any departure from it would be punished by
God.  When the Council in I574 pardoned Jean de Louvan-
court, an adulterer, Beza protested emphatically and ended up
with a threat to resign unless his protests received attention.
Card-players were pilloried, and a tirewoman, a mother, and
two bridesmaids were arrested because they had adorned the
bnde too gaily.   Extravagance in dress was continually at-
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